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I.  BACKGROUND


1.   Jamestown, Virginia - 1607.  Principal reason  for  the settlement: economic.  Anglican in religion.


2.   Plymouth,  Massachusetts - 1620 - settled  by  Pilgrims (also  called  Separatists).  Principal  reason  for  settlement:  They were seeking religious freedom.  The Pilgrims gradually gave up  their separatist views and merged into the  majority  Puritan community.  


3.   Boston/Massachusetts Bay - 1630 - settled by  Puritans.  Dual reasons:  religious freedom and economic potential.


4.   By  1700, there were settlements loyal to  England  all along  the Atlantic Coast.  A North/South economic  division  was manifesting itself.


5.  Northern colonies:  Small farmers, merchants, fishermen, small industries.


6.  Southern colonies:  Dominated by large plantations which brought with them the introduction of slavery.


7.   Education:  Almost all  of the English  colonists  were concerned with education:  There were grammar schools in most  of the  colonies which children were required to attend.   A  desire for  upper-level  education  resulted in  Harvard  College  being established in 1636 and William and Mary College in 1693.

II.  RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND


1.   In 1543, England's King Henry VIII broke with  the  Catholic Church in Rome and formed the Anglican Church (also called the Church of England).  


2.  The Anglican Church was Protestant, but some Protestants in  England felt that the country had not gone far  enough;  they believed  the church should be purified of all rituals and  hierarchy  which hinted of Catholicism.  They became known  as  Puritans.


3.   The  Pilgrims (also called Separatists)  were  a  small subgroup of the Puritans.


4.  What are the principal differences between the  Puritans and the Pilgrims?



(1)  The Puritans sought to reform the Anglican  Church from  within; thus in name the Puritans belonged to the  Anglican Church.  However, the Pilgrims were Separatists who had withdrawn from the Anglican Church.



(2)  The Puritans were prosperous and had a  university graduate  for every thirty families; the Pilgrims were poor  and, in general, less educated.


5.  Both the Puritans and the Pilgrims accepted the theology of  John Calvin, who along with Martin Luther codified the  theoretical principles of Protestantism.  


6.   It  is important to know the major tenets  of  Calvin's Protestantism since they appear in the works of the major Puritan writers.  They are as follows:



(1)  The absolute sovereignty of God.



(2)  Predestination:  God is omniscient and knows  from the beginning who will be saved and who will be damned.



(3)  Providence:  God directly intervenes in the world.



(4)   Natural depravity of humans:  Since Adam's  fall, all human beings are born in sin and deserve damnation.



(5)   Election:  A person is unable to work her or  his own  salvation.  Not through Good Works, but only  through  God's Grace or Mercy are humans saved.  



(6)  Perseverance of the Saints:  A Puritan felt to  be elected  was called a Saint.  Despite all of Satan's  wiles,  the elected  Saint  will  persevere, hence the phrase  used  by  many Puritan writers, "the Perseverance of the Saints."  



(7)   God  is  revealed in the Bible  and  through  his ordained  ministers  who  only are  qualified  to  interpret  it.  Individual  interpretation  by members of the congregation  is  a heresy.  In the Bible, God revealed everything human beings  need to  know;  therefore Scriptural citations  accompany  almost  all Puritan writings. 



(8)   Theocracy:  There is no separation of church  and state.  A Puritan community must be governed by churchmen  (women were not allowed to engage in political matters).



(9)   Salvation  of the Soul:   An  individual's  chief concern here on earth was the salvation of her or his soul.



(10)  Satan, Devils, Witches, etc.:  To get to  Heaven, sinful  human beings had to overcome the temptations  of  various supernatural  beings.  The chief tempter was Satan,  whose  chief aim was to prevent as many human souls as possible from attaining Salvation.   He and his followers (devils, witches, and  wizards) sought to entice human beings to damnation.  



(11)   Christ  and  Heavenly  Intervention:   The  Holy Spirit  would assist humans in this struggle with Satan.   Therefore,  human  history was viewed as an  enormous  battle  between Christ and Satan.

III.  THE PURITAN WAY OF LIFE


1.   Religious  activities dominated much of  the  Puritans' non-working  time:  Sunday and Wednesday church services,  family and individual Bible readings and study, daily prayers and  self-inquisitions, and so forth.


2.  However, Puritans were not completely solemn:  Both  men and  women smoked tobacco and  drank beer and wine.  As  much  as the  government tried to prevent such displays,  drunkenness  was common,  especially  during  holiday  celebrations.   



Also, there were houses of prostitution, and premarital sex  was not punished if the fornicating couple followed  through by marrying.  



The  Puritans'  black and white garb was  mainly  their work  clothes;  to church and during  holiday  celebrations  they often wore bright, multi-colored  clothes.


3.  Furthermore one should remember that many people  residing in the Massachusetts Bay-Boston area were not Puritans.  They were  called  "strangers" to distinguish them  from  the  Puritan "saints"; over time, the number of strangers increased, while the number of saints decreased.   
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