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THOMAS JEFFERSON
I. "THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE" 


1.  It has a three-part structure.



2.   The first part presents the democratic theory of government:   Government exists through the "____________ of the governed” (McQuade 545).  Human beings have certain rights which a  government  may  not  take  away;  among  these  rights  are  "Life, ____________  and  the pursuit of _____________" (545).   When a government violates these "_______________" rights (545), the people have the right (even the duty) to _________ against that government. 



3.   The second part lists 18 _________________ which show the King of England abusing these rights of the American colonists.   The  King has attempted to destroy  colonial  legislatures (1-7); to undermine the colonial ________________  system (8-9);  to increase England's bureaucracy and military  might  in the colonies (10-12); to impose punitive ____________ and  unjust __________  (13); and to wage military campaigns--that  is,  wage ________--against his own colonies (14-18).



4.  The last part concludes that given these grievances the colonies are justified in declaring their _______________ of British rule.



5.   Notice that "The Declaration" makes four distinct references to God, an argument which was used (about 50 years ago) when Congress decided to add the phrase "under God" to our Pledge of Allegiance.  In the first  two  sentences,  Jefferson  refers  to "Nature's ________" and our "_____________" (545)  and in   the  last  three  sentences,  he  calls  God  "the   Supreme ___________ of the world" and "_____________ Providence" (547).

II. “ON SLAVERY" FROM NOTES ON THE STATE OF VIRGINIA


1.   Jefferson states that the institution of slavery produces only unhappiness for both the _____ and the slaveholder.



2.  Slavery destroys the _____________ system, political tranquility, morality, the _______ ethic, and even religious devotion.  



3. "Indeed  I _____________ for my country when I reflect that God is  _______; that his justice cannot sleep for ever; [. . .] that [the  abolition of slavery] may become probable by ______________  interference!  The Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us [the slaveholder] in such a contest" (554).  Jefferson closes by calling for "a total ______________________" (554) of all slaves.

 THOMAS PAINE
I. INTRODUCTION

1.  At the time of the American Revolution, only about one-third of Americans favored ________________.   Most supported compromise and conciliation with the British ___________.


2.  It was Paine's writings which brought a majority over to the American side and away from the British.  It has been said that Paine's ___________ did as much to win the American Revolution as George Washington's ______________.

3.   For this reason, Paine is considered the most influential political writer of the period.


4. However, of our country's "Founding Fathers,” he is still the least regarded and respected.  After the Revolution, Paine’s _______________ beliefs, particularly his criticism of the Bible, antagonized many Americans and caused his reputation to suffer.  He died in poverty and disgrace.

II. “THE AMERICAN CRISIS: NUMBER 1" 

1.   Paine wrote this essay at one of the darkest times in the American Revolution.  Gen. George Washington had just decisively lost the battle of Long Island (New York), meaning that both New York and New Jersey came under British control and that Philadelphia (then the U.S. capital) was soon to fall.   Washington's army was in disarray and in retreat.


2. Paine's essay, which Washington had read to all of his troops, bolstered the sagging spirits of both the American soldiers and the wavering civilians.  Particularly stirring is the opening:  "These   are the times that ___________ men’s souls.    The ____________ soldier and the ________________ patriot will, in this crisis, _______________ from the service of their country; but he that _______________ it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.  Tyranny, like ____________, is not easily conquered, yet [. . .] the harder the conflict, the more glorious the ______________" (621).  


3.  What rhetorical features does Paine use in the essay?  



(1)  He sets up a system of duality:  The British are associated with _______________, slavery, and hell.  The Americans are affiliated with democracy, freedom and ____________ (621).  



(2) Paine says that God supports the Americans; the British soldiers, on the other hand, are called “____________" (622), and the British King is so evil that he insults Heaven by praying to God (622).



(3) Paine praises General __________________ who has kept a level head during the recent loss and retreat.



(4) Paine blames the recent defeat on "tories,” that is, _________________ who helped the British military (623-624).



(5) Paine  uses animal imagery (the  ______  and  the _________)  to  describe  the brutality of the  British  and  the American tories (626).



(6) Paine closes the essay by offering a “glorious" future for those Americans who stand firm.  He uses fear-arousing appeals--the prospect of the ____________ of American women by German mercenaries hired by the British--if Americans are not firm in their commitment to the ____________________ (626).

III. "FROM THE AGE OF REASON" 


1. This passage presents Paine's major ideas about religion.


2. Paine declares that he is a Deist; he says he  believes in one ____________ (thereby denying the Trinity), an  afterlife, and  that  the  religious  duty  of people  on  earth  is  to  do ___________ to other people (627, middle paragraph).


3. He says that he does not believe  in  institutionalized ________________ sects, such as Judaism, Catholicism,  Protestantism,  and Islam, declaring that "my own ____________ is  my  own church" (627).


4. However, he accepts that other people have the right to believe   in   the   doctrines   of   religious   sects,    since _______________ of religion is essential in any society (627).


5. Paine analyzes the three major religions at that time (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). He notes that each of these religions accuses the other of disbelief or of worshiping God incorrectly.   Paine concludes that since these major religions disbelieve each other, "I ________________ them all" (628).

ST. JEAN DE CRÈVECOEUR
I.  "WHAT IS AN AMERICAN?" 


This famous essay presents the following major ideas about America:


1. Crèvecoeur  contrasts American  society  with  European society:   In America, there is no ____________ system; the  government  does not _____________ with personal matters  and  business;  and  each American is treated as a human being,  while  in Europe,  many are treated little better than  ____________  (644-645).


2. The  "melting pot" theory:  "Here  individuals  of  all nations  are _____________ into a new race of men, whose  labours and  posterity  will one day cause great changes  in  the  world" (647). In this passage, Crèvecoeur suggests that America welcomes settlers from all parts of the world, promising that if they work hard and obey the law they can merge ("____________") into American society.


3. The Frontier theory:  Crèvecoeur writes that the frontier is the escape ______________ where those Americans unhappy with where they live can go in order to live as they wish.   He calls the frontier men (and women) trail-breakers (645 and 653).  


4. Religious Freedom:  Unlike Europe, where  religion  has caused  centuries  of  wars, in America,  the  government  allows religious  freedom:   "For neither the government nor  any  other power ________________" with religious worship (649).  Members of one religion live peaceable as neighbors with members of another religion:   "This mixed neighborhood [of settlers from various countries] will exhibit a strange religious _____________" (650).  However, Crèvecoeur notes that religious freedom may produce "religious indifference" where Americans become "less ___________ and more _________________ in matters of religion" (650).


5. Native Americans (Indians):  Crèvecoeur portrays Indians basically as being _________________ by American frontier people.  He notes that the white people whom Indians principally encounter are frontier people or traders, who are "the _____________ of people” (652).  They get the Indians drunk, _____________ them, and even murder them.  Having dealt only with the worst Americans, is it any wonder that Indians distrust all ______________ Americans? Crèvecoeur asks.


6. The last paragraph of the essay, with its “Welcome to my shores” (659), summarizes its major ideas:  (1)  America   is   a   land   of ________________  for  those  willing to  work  ___________;  (2) America  offers freedom of thought and _____________; (3)  Americans  are  ________-loving people, who praise  _____________  for blessing America; (4) the government in America is not tyrannical but tries to enact _____________ which will bring _______________ to its citizens. 
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