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I.   INTRODUCTION 


1.    She “is often labeled a member of the ‘_______________ school’" (Ramazani 2: 431).        

2.    Feminist themes dominate her poetry:   Her “poetry is strongly rooted in her bodily and psychic existence as a ___________” (431).   


3.  It “explores “difficult and once _________ subjects, such as . . .  ____________ rivalry, surgery, menstruation, mental _______________, drug ___________, and _______________” (431).

4.   Her life, so fully explored in her poetry, borders on the pathetic.  Although born into a prominent family, she probably was sexually abused by both of her parents.  


5.  Extremely beautiful, she became a fashion model for a time before she married and had two daughters.  


6.   She took up poetry-writing rather late, during her 28th year.  Gradually her aesthetic pursuits (and mental breakdowns) estranged her from her husband.  


7.   Both of her parents died in 1955, when Sexton was 31.


8.   She made numerous suicide attempts in the 1960s and 1970s.  In her last years, she became increasingly pitiful, even using a “chamber rock”   band at her poetry readings (432), and embarrassingly "sleeping about" with everyone.  


9.   She asphyxiated herself with carbon monoxide in her garage in Boston in 1974 at the age of 45 (432).


10.   Her verse has a purposeful "raw __________” (431) to it, since she disliked revision, preferring instead to try to capture the imperfect expression of the moment.

11.  Often her poems “balance violent feeling against a restrained and _______________ tone” (431).
II.   "ALL MY PRETTY ONES" 

1.   The epigraph is taken from Shakespeare's ________________, 4.3.215-18, where Macduff is informed that his wife and babes have been savagely slaughtered by Macbeth’s henchmen.


2.  The "pretty ones" of the poem are the photographs of the speaker’s dead _______________ and _______________, principally the former, since, post-funereal, the speaker has visited his apartment to sort through her father's personal effects.   The poem is an apostrophe to him.


3.   Structure:  The poem has __________ stanzas, each of ten lines, rhymed ______________________; most of the rhymes are perfect, not _______________.  


4.   Each stanza concentrates on items, most pictorial, which the daughter finds in her father's _________________ after his death:


5.  Stanza one:  PICTURES OF HER FATHER'S FRIENDS:  "boxes of _____________ of people I do not know.  /  I touch their cardboard faces.  They must ________ [be thrown out]" (9-10).


6.   Stanza  two:   HER FATHER'S OWN ALBUM:    This  "album" (11), kept by her father, principally contains pictures from  his childhood  in  which  he is with  his own parents  and  even  his ___________________________ (16).  




She concludes ruefully, "I’ll never know what these ____________ are all about.  /  I lock them into their book and ___________ them out" (19-20).


7.   Stanza three:  HER FATHER'S SCRAPBOOK:  A “_________ scrapbook that you [her father] began  /  the year _____ was born" (21).  




It contains mainly political clippings from newspapers and was obviously maintained right up to her father’s death.   




She  sarcastically  notes that  her  father,  soon after   his   wife's   death,  was  rushing   toward   a   second ______________  when  he himself died of a  heart  attack—hinted earlier  in  line 3:  "a second shock boiling its stone  to  your __________."   




She  does not say what she plans to do  with  this scrapbook  (although  some  critics believe that it  is  in  this scrapbook that she finds the snapshots with which the next stanza deals). 


8.  Stanza four:  SNAPSHOTS PRINCIPALLY OF HER FATHER AFTER HIS MARRIAGE:  "Snapshots of ________________” (31).  




Most of the photos show her father’s egocentric nature--winning a boat race or at a ball or a "horseshow" (37).  




Significantly, her father is seen with the speaker’s "______________" (37), but there are no photos of her father with the speaker.  




She decides to keep these photographs of “my ______________, my navigator,  /  my first lost ____________, to __________ or ____________ at later" (39-40).


9.  Stanza five:  HER MOTHER'S DIARY:  Obviously not thrown out by her father after his wife's death, her mother’s “diary" (41) covered three years of her marriage to the speaker's father.  




As  she randomly reads from it, what swells up  is her anger at her father's ________________ (39, 42-46), but it is suggested  that  he failed her in other  ways,  probably  through neglect of the speaker during "your  ______________-_____________ years" (46).




She decides to ____________ the diary, planning to read it when she is older and can be perhaps more sympathetic to her ______________.  




But even at this point, the soul-wrenching  inventory  having  come  to  an end, she says that  she  is  ready  to "__________________ you" (50).


10.  THEME:  The intricacies of familial love.  This theme is stated in the last stanza:  "Only in this _______________ span will __________ persevere" (48).  




This  means that all she has of  her  relationship with her father—her hoard or treasure of her parents' lives—are  the scrapbook, the ______________, and the diary, but  hopefully these  will  allow her to work to a point when she  can  one  day understand  and  _______________  him,  something  she  had   not achieved or felt while he was alive.


11.   FURTHER OBSERVATIONS:  _______________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

