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THE MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD (1066-1485): QUESTIONS WITH 

ANSWERS 
 

This handout was prepared by Dr. William Tarvin, a retired professor of literature. 
Please visit my free website www.tarvinlit.com. Over 500 works of American and British 

literature are analyzed there for free. 
 

An answer key is provided at the end of this handout. 
 

Text used:  M. H. Abrams, ed.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 7th ed.  Vol. 
 1.  New York:  Norton, 2000. 
 

 
I.    OVERVIEW 
 
 1.   During this period, Middle English (ME) replaced _________ English (OE) 
as the spoken and written language of England. 
 
 2.   Laughter and humor, so rarely heard in OE literature, began to appear in 
____________ writing. 
 
 3.  The alliterative poetry  (as in Beowulf) of the Old English period gave way to 
______________ poetry (as in Chaucer) in the Middle English period. 
 
 4.  The beginning date of the Middle English period is 1066, the 
________________ Conquest, and the end date is the termination of the War of the 
______________ civil war, 1485. 
 
 
II.  ANGLO-NORMAN ENGLAND (1066-1307) 
 
 1.   THE NORMAN CONQUEST:  William, Duke of Normandy in northern 
France, invaded England in __________, and at the battle of ________________ 
he defeated the Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and became King of England. 
 
 2.   Unlike virtually all previous invasions of England, the Norman Conquest did 
not involve a mass ____________________. 
 
 3. During what is known as the Anglo-Normal period, England enjoyed 
prosperity under William and most of his successors.   
   
 4.   A _______________________ was established, assuming that name in c.  
1240.   
 
 5.  Three languages were used in Anglo-Norman England:  Latin (in the church), 
______________ (by aristocracy), and English (by the ______________ people).  
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 6.   Much warfare, both internal and external, dominated the period.   The famous 
______________ Carta (1215)—the first major document to guarantee civil and 
political liberties to the English people--arose from the struggle between King John and 
his feudal barons.   
 
 7.   It was during the Anglo-Norman period that the great 
__________________ of England were built--27 in all. 
 
 8.    It was this period which saw the use of _______________ in English.   
The Anglo-Saxons bore only one name, but the French practice of a given name and a 
family name was gradually implemented. 
 
 9.   It is in this period that the Arthurian Legend became popular:  King 
____________; his magic _____________ Excalibur; his __________ 
Guinevere; the _____________ Table; his ______________ such as Lancelot and 
Galahad; their search for the ________ Grail, reputedly the cup Christ drank from at 
the Last Supper; and finally Arthur's defeat and _____________. 
 
 10.     The end date of the Anglo-Norman period is 1307, the death of King 
Edward I.  
 
 
III.  THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY (1307-1400) 
 
 1.    War and disease were prevalent throughout the Middle Ages but never more 
devastating than during the fourteenth century.   
 
 2.   In 1348 the Black _______________ (a bubonic plague epidemic) 
swept Europe, wiping out a quarter to a third of the population. 
 
 3.   England’s ________________ Years' War (1337-1453) with France 
occupied much of this century.   
 
 4.   Despite these problems, domestic industry and foreign trade thrived.  An 
increasingly wealthy and influential urban middle class began to develop, centered in 
thriving cities such as ______________. 
 
 5.  There was a noticeable shift from otherworldly to worldly interests.  Even 
churchmen were infected by a new materialism; except for the Parson, every religious 
figure among Chaucer's ______________ is materialistic. 
 
 6.   Chaucer emerged as the great poet during the second half of the fourteenth 
century; his decision to write in English enhanced the prestige of the language.  
Chaucer’s death in ___________ marks the end of this period. 
 
 7.  Concerning language development, English finally began to displace 
________ as the language for conducting business in Parliament and in the law courts. 
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IV.  THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY (1400-1485) 
 
 1.   WAR OF THE ____________ (1455-1485), a civil war, dominated this 
period, not ending until Henry Tudor defeated Richard III at Bosworth Field in 1485 
and acceded to the throne as Henry VII. 
 
 
 2.  The war weakened the great nobles and thus ________________, the 
medieval economic and social system where a person was bound to a local chief or lord.  
Feudalism gave way to allegiance to __________ and country.   
 
 3.   The most important literary development of the period is the beginning of 
drama through two types of plays:   ___________________ plays based on the 
Bible, and ______________ plays with their personified vices and virtues. 
 
 
V.   MIDDLE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
 
 1.   Middle English (ME) is the language spoken and written in England from c. 
1100 to c. 1500. 
 
 2.   ME saw the development of the conventional English practice of S-V-O 
(subject-_________-object) pattern.   
  The position of a word in a modern English sentence shows its structural 
use, while OE employed inflected endings for structural indications. 
 
 3.   The Midlands dialect of ________________ (city) and of Chaucer began to 
assert itself as the standard dialect of England. 
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Answer Key 
I. 
    1.  Old. 
 
             2.  Middle English. 
 
 3.  rhymed. 
 
 4.  Norman; Roses. 
II. 
 1.  1066; Hastings. 
 
 2.  migration. 
 
 4.  Parliament. 
 
 5.  French; common. 
 
 6.  Magna. 
 
 7.  cathedrals. 
 
 8.  surnames. 
 
 9.  Arthur; sword; wife; Round; knights; Holy; death. 
III. 
 2.  Death. 
  
 3.  Hundred. 
 
 4.  London. 
 
 5.  pilgrims. 
 
 6.  1400. 
 
 7.  French. 
IV. 
 1.  ROSES. 
 
 2.   feudalism; King. 
 
 3.  Mystery; morality. 
V. 
 2.  verb. 
 
 3.  London. 


