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THOMAS HARDY 
“THE DARKLING THRUSH”
I.   INTRODUCTION 



1.  Hardy had a tragic view of life.   



2.  Very pessimistic, he did not believe in a caring God, holding that the “forces” which control the universe are simply indifferent to human beings.

II.   “THE DARKLING THRUSH” 



1.  Setting:  The season is ___________ (3), and the time is __________ (4), on the last day of the 19th century (10).  




The imagery suggests a landscape that is bleak and lifeless:  “spectre-________” (2), dregs” (3), “desolate” (3), “_____________” (6), “haunted (7), “___________” (10), “crypt” (11), “________-lament” (12), “hard and dry” (14), and “fervourless” (16).  





This setting mirrors the pessimistic mind of the speaker.



2.  Suddenly, in this physical and mental desolation, the speaker hears the joyous song of an “aged ___________, frail, gaunt, and small” (21) and is puzzled that it “Had chosen thus to __________ its soul / Upon the growing ________” (23-24).


3.  With no outward “cause for carolings” (25), the bird must sense some hidden reason for happiness—”Some ___________ Hope” (31)—not discernible to human beings.  
