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SEAMUS HEANEY 
“DIGGING”  

I.  INTRODUCTION 

1.  The Irish poet Seamus Heaney won the _________ Prize in Literature in 1995.

2.  Many of his poems are rooted in Irish rural life, with the central symbol in his work being the bog (spongy moss land). 

In Ireland, bog land is wide unfenced country that reaches back millions of years. 

II.  “DIGGING”  


1.   Explain how the life work of the speaker is different from that of his father and his grandfather.  


The speaker of the poem is a writer, who works with a “_____” (2).  His father and grandfather were potato-farmers, who worked with the “__________” (15) to dig the earth.


2.   What word in the last line brings the two occupations together?  Explain.  


“_______” (31).  The farmer ________ the ground.  The poet ________ or delves into the human condition with his/her pen.  


3.   What type of poem is this?  Describe the father-son relationship in this poem.  


A memories-of-______________ poem, dealing principally with the speaker’s ___________, although his “_____________” (17) is also mentioned.  


His father was a hard _____________ who loved and cared for his family and taught his son to love the land:  “To scatter new potatoes that ____ picked,  / _______________ their cool hardness in our hands” (13-14).    


The son says he learned that in order to get “the _______ turf,” one had to go “________ and _________” (23-24).    That lesson he learned about farming from his father and grandfather he has applied to his poetry:  “Between my finger and my thumb  / The squat _______ rests.  /  I’ll ______ with it” (29-31).
