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GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS
“GOD’S GRANDEUR”
“THOU ART INDEED JUST, LORD”
I.   INTRODUCTION 



1.  He is one of England’s greatest religious poets.  



2.  His poems are noted for the forward-looking stylistic innovations and characteristics.



3.  He developed the concept of sprung rhythm, in which the number of unaccented syllables does not matter; only the stressed syllables are significant or counted in the scansion of a line.  Thus Hopkins, like Whitman, broke away from the use of a regular alternation of stressed and unstressed syllables, such as the iambic foot.


4.    In speaking of the subject matter of a poem, Hopkins coined the term inscape—from “landscape.”  Inscape designates the essence of the object or subject matter being written about in a poem.   



Thus Hopkins challenged the idea that a theme should be imposed on a poem, favoring instead that the theme (inscape) grow out of the subject matter of the poem.


5.  Other characteristics of Hopkins’s poems which have influenced modern (and even contemporary) poetry are the following:  (1) much use of alliteration;  (2) experimentation with rhyme, particularly internal rhyme; (3) distorted syntax, often involving the discarding of articles and pronouns, elliptical statements, and little transition; and (4) ambiguity.

II.  “GOD’S GRANDEUR”


1.  Theme:  The renewal of physical nature through the intervention of the Holy Ghost.



2.  Structure:  The poem is a Petrarchan sonnet, rhyming abbaabbacdcdcd.



Stanza 1 (Octave):  It declares the grandeur of God to be present in the world.  




The poet asks why, with the evidence of God’s presence about them, people do not acknowledge (“reck”) His “rod” (the Cross) (4).  




In lines 5-8, the poet attacks industrialization which has tried to destroy the grandeur and beauty of the world which God created.



Stanza 2 (Sestet):  Despite this human onslaught of pollution, nature still is vibrant and resilient because of the protective presence of the Holy Ghost.  



Lines 11-14 contain a brilliant use of b alliteration.  List some examples:  ___________________________________________  




The bird mentioned in the last two lines is the dove, which is traditionally identified with the Holy ___________.

III.  “THOU ART INDEED JUST, LORD” 


1.  This is another _________________ sonnet, one of Hopkins’s favorite poetic forms, again rhyming abbaabbacdcdcd.


2.  Theme:  The speaker’s protest about two aspects of seeming injustice in the world:  Why bad things happen to __________ people and why good things happen to _________ people.   


3.  Summary:  The speaker questions God about why the wicked seem to prosper and the good seem to suffer in this world (1-8).    



Lines 9-14 show, however, that beneath this anger and inclination to debate with God are the speaker’s deep love of and submission to God.  



At the end, he realizes that we should not debate or make demands of God; instead, we can only plead for God’s mercy, “send my __________ ___________” (14).

